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Sun Inn




6 timbers sampled, but only 3
dated
East-most beam in the bar dates
to the late 16th century
The beam to the ceiling and
fireplace in the restaurant date to
the later 18th century

Honeypot Cottage




3 timbers sampled
All timbers felled in 1782

Clatterpot House




6 timbers sampled, but only 3 dated
No samples dated
Three first-floor ceiling beams match
each other and, though undated, are
thus probably of a single phase of felling

Little Cottage, Clatterpot Lane




3 timbers sampled
2 timbers were pine (not
suitable for tree-ring analysis)
1 timber of oak, but had too few
rings for reliable dating

Holme Farm
Potentially the oldest timber is from a beam in
the hallway. This sample has a last measured
ring date of 1480. Unfortunately, this sample
does not retain the boundary between the
heartwood and the sapwood. However
it ,would not be unreasonable, therefore, to
suggest that the source tree was felled at some
point during the first half of the sixteenth
century

The Sun Inn is a listed building and was
“purpose-built” in the 17th Century for
refreshing the local ironstone workers.
The front entrance was to the south of the
current entrance.
It was visited several times in the early
20th century by the publican’s niece -Ethel
Le Neve – who achieved notoriety as the
mistress of Dr. Crippen who murdered his
wife and absconded with Ethel to Canada
where they were arrested.
The pub later became a favourite of many
airmen who fought in the second world
war.

Clatterpot House
The Old Rectory commanded a
significant site immediately to the north
of St Nicholas' Church. It was
surrounded by a wall, much of which
still exists. The Rectory building itself is
now called Clatterpot House and has
been much altered. It has rooms on 2
floors plus attics in the roof. It has 3
main reception rooms overlooking a
lawn to the south and 5 bedrooms. The
census records show details of the
rectors and their families since the mid18th century some of whom were also
land owners and farmers.

Holme Farm

Built in the 18th century, with an early 19th
century extension – but there is a 16th
century beam in that extension. Where did
that come from? In 1988 it was given a
Grade II listing
It was the site of the only WW2 bomb
damage in the village. In 1942 Joe Marriott
took a flash bomb from a crashed Hampden
aircraft and dropped it on the kitchen floor
while playing with it. He and the kitchen
maid had shrapnel removed from their legs –
but recovered fully.

Little Cottage, as it stands today,
comprises an ancient central core with a
20th-century extension at each end. A
date plaque for 1725, unearthed from
the garden of the cottage, may give a
clue to the original construction date.
The cottage (probably originally a
labourer’s dwelling) was owned by the
Exton estate until disposed of by them
in 1952. At the time of the 1901
census, it was occupied by a Mr Henry
Preston and his family – his profession
is recorded as “Walking Postman”.

Houses and Plans
We have assembled detailed current ground plans of the buildings under study. By comparing
these with historical records in our possession, we hope we can draw conclusions on how the
use of these buildings has developed over the course of time.

The Grange was developed in three stages. The
original house was built for Mr Daine the
steward for Lord Gainsborough who owned the
property. By 1830 Richard Westbrook Baker
had become the steward and an extension was
added to provide accommodation for the Estate
Office A notable feature of this stage was the
vaulted ceiling to provide strength and
protection to the upper floors. By 1840
Westbrook Baker had risen in the world and
decided to add more spacious living
accommodation that we see today

Fir Tree farmhouse is a thatched house Grade II
Listed building from the 17th/18th Century. The
outbuildings included a milking parlour and pig
sties. Records show that Lord Gainsborough was
the original owner and in the 1730s John Hardy
was one of the earliest tenants to rent the property.
He may have lived in the property until early 1746,
when he was buried in Cottesmore on 20 March
1746. Thomas Christian junior then rented Fir Tree
farmhouse and continued to rent the property until
1762, when his brother Robert Christian took over
the tenancy at £42 6s per year. Hardy and the
Christians had access to a large area of agricultural
land whilst they lived at Fir Tree farmhouse, this
included arable and pastoral farming land.

Butchers House
Identified as Heraditament 104 in the Treasury
Survey which took place between 1913 & 14. This
characterful stone built thatched property with out
buildings has been home to generations of
butchers.
The census for 1901 show Herbert Mead, butcher,
living here with his family. He is also recorded in
the 1912 Kelly's directory though in the1925
edition the village butcher is Henry Tyrell .
In the last quarter of the 19C brothers Samuel and
Alfred Hollis are recorded as butchers although
they do not appear to be living at this property.

Honeypot Cottage
This is one of a pair of semi-detached
thatched cottages, built in the 18th
Century and which are Grade II listed
buildings. It sits adjacent to the
entrance of the farm and through the
side gate is an area, known as 'Tap
Yard'. Here villagers came for their
water and more recently was where one
of 5 air raid shelters were located during
the 2nd World War.

