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Lieutenant Tom Cecil Noel, Military Cross with Bar, was an infantry officer turned
aerial observer, notable for winning a Military Cross (MC) for bravery on land
and in the air. He was attending Eton College (1911-1914) when war broke out. He
was commissioned into the 3rd King’s Own Scottish Borderers. Awarded the MC
for gallantry and devotion to duty in the trenches, he later joined the Royal Flying
Corps (RFC) as an observer/gunner. The RFC became the Royal Airforce (RAF) in
April 1918.He shot down 24 German aircraft and was awarded a Bar to his MC,
before he was shot down and killed aged 20. He is buried at Perth Cemetery in Ieper
(Ypres) in Belgium.
Tom Cecil Noel 12 December 1897 – 22 August 1918

Lieutenant Geoffrey Thomas Lovick Ellwood was reading Greats at Magdalen
College, Oxford when war broke out and was commissioned in the 6th Battalion,
the Leicestershire Regiment on August 26, 1914. He went to France on July 31, 1915.
On October 18, 1915 he was wounded and returned to England. After recovery he
went back to France. On July 14, 1916, in the Battle of the Somme, he was killed by
a rifle bullet in the head when leading his men in an attack on Bazentin Wood. He
was the third son of the Rector of Cottesmore and born in the Rectory. The Rev and
Mrs Ellwood sent five sons to war, four returned. He is memorialised at Thiepval in
France. He has no known grave.
Geoffrey Thomas Lovick Ellwood 10 January 1892 – 14 July 1916
The Battle of Bazentin Ridge, launched by the British Fourth Army at
dawn on 14 July 1916, marked the start of the second phase of the Battle
of the Somme. Dismissed beforehand by one French commander as “an
attack organized for amateurs by amateurs”, it turned out to be “hugely
successful” for the British, in contrast to the disaster of the first day on the
Somme (Wikipedia). The battle cost the Fourth Army 9,194 casualties.
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